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Colleagues and friends in Japan
Joseph R. Vadus
Vice President, IEEE/OES

As you know, the TECHNO-OCEAN Conference and Exhibition is one of the world's premiere ocean
conferences, and the best in the Asia-Pacific Theater. Congratulations to the many organizers, leader
ship, supporters, contributors, and attendees on the occasion of the 20th Anniversary Celebration at
TECHNO-OCEAN 2006. TECHNO-OCEAN has grown in stature and maintained high standards over
the years. The city of Kobe has graciously hosted the conferences with good support by the Kobe
Convention & Visitors Association. Now, strong executive leadership is provided by the Consortium
of Japanese Organizations (CJO) and the TECHNO-OCEAN Network (TON).

In the first TECHNO-OCEAN Conference in 1986, | had the privilege to accept an invitation by the
Chairman, Dr. Kenji Okamura, who was a very good friend. About that time, he and | were responsible
for initiating the MTS Section in Japan; and about eight years later, Professors T.Ura and H.Maeda and | initiated the IEEE/
OES Chapter in Japan. | participated in more than half of the TECHNO-OCEAN Conferences, via invitations for keynote add-
resses or special panels. | remember Dr. Hiroshi Ohba, who was another good friend. He chaired three conferences, and then
was followed by Naochika Namba, Chairman of CJO. There are many other good friends, too numerous to mention, who
participated in many of the conferences.

| was pleased to assist in organizing OCEANS '04 / TECHNO-OCEAN '04 (OTO '04), which merged two premiere ocean con-
ferences with increased international participation. It was a great honor to receive the first TECHNO-OCEAN Award presented
by Chairman N. Namba, Dr.T. Sakou and Prof. T.Ura at the OTO '04 Conference.

TECHNO-OCEAN 2006 marks the 20th Anniversary. On this special occasion, | extend my hearty congratulations to the
Chairman and Conference Committee and to the many who continue to provide support. | look forward to the 20th Anniver-
sary Celebration and offer my sincere best wishes for a very successful event,

Sincerely,
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