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TECHNO-OCEAN AWARD

FOUNDING STATEMENT

Since 2004 the Techno-Ocean Award has been awarded to individuals
who have made a large contribution to ocean related activities or who
have provided significant support to the realization of Techno-Ocean

Network policies and various Techno-Ocean Network activities.

TECHNO-OCEAN AWARD 2018 CITATION

Dr. Tetsuro Urabe is one of the leading geology researchers in Japan and he has also
served two terms as the Chair of the Society of Resource Geology; the first occasion is
from 2008 to 2010 and the second from 2012 to 2014. Moreover, representing Japan, as a
member on the Commission on Limits of the Continental Shelf (CLCS), he executed hard
inspection work on the requests by a long list of countries to extend the boundaries of their
continental shelf areas beyond the limits of their respective Exclusive Economic Zones
(EEZs), as stipulated in the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea. He also
contributed significantly to enlarging Japan' s continental shelf among above-mentioned
heavy duty work The Commission comprises just only 21 members regarded as superb
international authorities on geology and related disciplines from all over the world, so it
should be highly noted that Dr. Urabe joined such a group when he took over the position
of former member Professor Kensaku Tamaki of the University of Tokyo, who died
suddenly while he was engaged in CLCS work.

With his immense knowledge of geology and ocean resources, Dr. Urabe gets high reputa-
tion as an opinion leader on the ocean technology development and has continued to take
important part in policy making discussions concerning Japan s promotion of ocean
resource exploration and exploitation in the capacity of a member of a variety of commit-
tees organized by relevant governmental agencies and research institutions, including as
the Chair of the Advisory Committee for Natural Resources and Energy, organized by
METIL

Since 2014, he has also been serving as the Program Director for Next-Generation Marine
Resource Survey Technologies, which is one of the five-year Strategic Innovation Promotion
Programs (SIP) which relates to the seafloor massive sulphide exploration.

As Dr. Urabe has such outstanding achievement, the Award Nomination Committee nominates
him, without any objection, as the recipient of the Techno-Ocean Award 2018, and accordingly,
the Committee thereby both honours and delights to present him with this award.
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